Item 12

OVERVIEW

Central Valley Flood Protection Board’s
Designated Floodway Program

Background and History

The Designated Floodway Program is a flood protection tool used by the Board to exert
control over floodways and natural watercourses.

The Board defines a designated floodway as a waterway of defined limits consisting of
stream channel and the portion of the adjoining floodplain that is required to reasonably
provide for the passage of the design flood. The primary function of the Designated
Floodway Program is to restrict development in the area required for passage of a 100-
year flood flow or designated flood flow on streams in the Central Valley. It reduces the
impacts of flooding by preserving the reasonable flood-passage capacities of natural
watercourses and floodways. To provide this control, the Board develops plans, adopts
floodway boundaries, investigates possible modifications of boundaries, and approves as
acceptable the uses and structures within floodways that conform to the Board’s
requirements. Once formally adopted by the Board, a designated floodway becomes an

official standard of management to preserve the flood-carrying capacity of a particular
stretch of a stream.

The Designated Floodway Program began in 1968. The first designated floodway
adopted by the Board was a 7.5 mile stretch of the San Joaquin River from Merced River
to Salt Slough. From 1968 through 1988, the Board adopted 62 designated floodways for
a total stream length of more 1,300 miles. The last designated floodway adopted by the
Board was the 47-mile stretch of the Sacramento River Form Vina to Hamilton City.
Please see attached Figure 1 and Table 1.

Section 8609 of the Water Code, enacted in 1986, formally recognized the Board’s
authority to designate floodways in the Central Valley. Title 23 of the California Code of
Regulations provides further details of the Board’s regulatory authority. In particular,
Article 5, Section 107 of Title 23, lists what particular activities and structures are
allowed within the boundaries of the designated floodways. Article 8 provides the
standards required for permissible activities and structures.

The development of the designated floodways included the following major steps:



1. Studies were conducted to determine the floodway requires to safely pass the
design flood, generally 100-year flood flows;

2. Preliminary floodway boundaries (encroachment lines) were delineated on aerial
photographic maps;

3. Public hearings were conducted to review and hear public views and adopt the
proposed designated floodway;

4. The adopted designated floodway map is recorded with the appropriate county
recorder;

5. Inspections for encroachments; and

6. Institution of permit application procedure for proposed encroachments.

The Designated Floodway Program brings to the attention of the public, and especially to
the riparian landowners, the Board’s encroachment control program and its application
and permit procedures. The publicity and public meetings involved in delineating and
adopting a designated floodway help to make people aware of existing flood threats.

Relatively accurate large-scale aerial photo maps of the designated floodway and usually
of the adjacent flood plain (see attached designated floodway map sample), are filed with
the county recorder, and copies are made available to other local government agencies
concerned with flood management. By referring to these maps, a landowner can usually
locate the designated floodway boundaries and find out if the proposed use falls within
the floodway.

Current Status

Funding of the Designated Floodway Program was gradually eliminated through a series
of budget cuts in the 1990s. Today, the only activity being conducted by the Board is
issuing permits for encroachments in the designated floodways. The Board also responds
to reports of illegal encroachments. Regular aerial or field inspections have not been
conducted for years.

Proposed Future Actions

The Designated Floodway Program is a nonstructural approach of keeping development
from encroaching in waterways. This program no doubt has contributed to flood control
in the Central Valley and deserves more attention. At a minimum, funding should be
allocated in future fiscal years to resume annual aerial inspection of the designated
floodways and allocate time for existing staff to conduct spot inspections. The Board
should also consider updating the designated floodway boundaries to incorporate the best
available hydraulic, hydrologic, and topographic information currently available. The
designated floodways were developed between 1968 and 1988 and new information and
hydraulic modeling tools have since been developed.
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